Pan flu childrens vax launch - Talking Points - 3 December 2009

Approval of vaccine for children:

· Today I am pleased to announce that a vaccine to protect our younger children against swine flu has now been approved by the TGA.

· Panvax Junior has gone through a rigorous evaluation by our medicines regulator, including evaluation by the Australian Drugs Evaluation Committee, and is safe and effective for children from 6 months to 9 years of age.

· As you are aware, the vaccine has already been approved for use in children 10 years and over and adults.

· Since it became available to the Australian public in September 5.1 million doses have been distributed to immunisation providers, of which 4.2 million doses have gone to GPs.

· In the case of younger children the TGA has determined that two doses will be required to give children from 6 months to 9 years of age longer lasting immunity, although even one dose will give them quite good initial protection against this disease. 

· The two injections should be given at least four weeks apart, which is similar to how seasonal flu vaccine is administered to younger children.

· I urge parents to take advantage of this free vaccine and protect their children from the pandemic flu as soon as possible.

The importance of vaccination:

· While pandemic influenza turned out to be moderate overall, in vulnerable people with underlying medical conditions and, surprisingly in a significant number of otherwise healthy, younger people, this disease has been very serious.

· Australia has suffered 190 deaths and 4962 hospitalisations because of this pandemic flu.
· Some13 percent of patients were admitted to ICU and a third of the deaths occurred in otherwise fit and healthy people

· The effect on our public hospital system was significant.

· Although the system coped well overall, emergency departments were stretched and we should do what we can to reduce that potential future burden on our health system.

· Vaccination is our best defence against the pandemic flu.

· In the Northern Hemisphere pandemic influenza returned much earlier this year - in the Autumn - and it has caused thousands of hospitalisations and deaths.  The USA has declared a state of emergency to cope with the impact of the second wave of pandemic influenza.

· I ask you why would you put yourselves and your children at risk for next year's flu season when an effective, free vaccine is available now?

Pandemic flu vaccination vs seasonal flu vaccination:

· Some people have asked whether they should wait until the seasonal flu vaccine becomes available as next year's seasonal vaccine will include H!N1 pandemic vaccine in the mix.

· People should understand that there will be a finite amount of seasonal flu vaccine available with priority given to over 65s  and people with pre-existing medical conditions. 

· For the majority of us, we will need to pay the going rate for the seasonal flu vaccine whereas the current supply of swine flu vaccine is free and readily available now and will protect us ahead of the next flu season.

· As for children, I can't stress enough the need to get our children vaccinated now.  During this past winter children had the highest rate of hospitalisations.

· It is also very important for people going overseas for the holiday period to ensure they are vaccinated as they will be going into the height of the pandemic flu season in other countries.

· Contact your GP for an appointment or people can find out where they can access the free vaccine by calling 180 2007 or www.healthemergency.gov.au

